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Message from ANYSYB President Jennifer Petteys

Stay Strong for our Youth

I would like to begin by saying that 2009 brought even more hardship to our youth bureau members as well as to ouleantirkesgsntinuing
decline of the fiscal climate in New York State has forced our system and members to think and act defensively and haarynolved into
Asurvival mode. 0O With this said, I would 1like t o eribestems. Yountgn- s
tinuous fight, perseverance and most i mportant of alkHhasnewnrbeea marev
important for our system. We need to now, more than ever, demonstrate with evidence andbasedrdhta the effectivenessoaf system as the
model for all youth development provision of services throughout NYS.

My sincere appreciation goes out to the Western New York Regional Youth Bureau Association, Genesee Valley Finger LaiE¥drégiBu-
reau Association and Taconic Regional Youth Bureau Association for their ingenious design, planning and implementatipaveérielrand ef-
fective Legislative Events. All other regions as well as our member youth bureaus within their local communities shtadthesle types of
events statewide.

I know during times like these, it is very easy to say that we are tired of fighting the same fight, but | think thelit important to remember
why we continue to fight. We are fighting for the over 2 million YOUTH in New York State whose voices are not alway\teardve find our-
selves saying, fil candét write another Il etter, ma k elf tamatt hiefr yYau
will?

We as an Association need to forge out of this devastation with a very aggressive, unified, proactive plan of acticanhatwell present to the
leaders in Albany. We have stated for many years that we are the experts in youth development and that we shoulbleefat #ilenatters re-
lated to our youth. We have the opportunity to do so by presenting a plan of action to the leaders that is solid, stréffegienct evidencebased,
and one that can be easily implemented with the current existing structure.

Our hope for the future is that we are resilient enough to withstand the toughest of fights and to be the champiomaifoirotiveymost desperate
times of need. Certainly the hope is that the economy and fiscal climate will turn around. When this occurs, we hejielibain easy decision
for lawmakers to reinvest in our youth due to your haedk and our unified voice.

ANYSYB has strengthened its partnership with the leaders in Albany and we are pleased to be involved in many statéwédeasitiee continue
to position ourselves at the table for youth development discussions and strategy. It is vital that we maintain owicamifiedssues impacting our
youth to keep the momentum for the benefit of all our members, our system and most importantly, our young people in Stzte.Ybovle have
made the impact on the leaders in Albany where we are recognized by name, and now we need to continue to put thermpoesshena@ver to
make sure we are recognized by reinvesting in our youth.

Recognizing this need for further action, it is timely for youth bureaus to come together to maintain the connectionmuititycteaders, elected
and state officials and concerned citizens to keep their support strong as well.

Your voice is our strength and collectively we will continue to make a difference
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As we begin a new decade, mixed feelings of opportunities tht
await us and exhaustion of what we have been fighting for ovér
the past decade is how the new year rings in for youth develop-

ment.

We continue to be in desperate economic times in New York

State, and although there are claims that we might start to spe

some relief, it is clear that such relief is not in the near futurq.

Youth and community services are poised for cuts during a tough
budget and legislative session and we need to ring in the new dé¢c-

ade with advocacy, energy, and perseverance.

However, with such efforts, we must not lose hope. Hope that gs
the economy begins to turn around, so will an understanding Ry

state and elected officials on the benefits of youth developmer

t.
Not only the benefits that youth development bring directly ag
v

supports, services, and programs to over 2 million youth in Ne
York State, but also the cesavings benefit of youth development
and prevention services to New York State.

Over the past decade, and as we begin a new decade, youth pu-

youth, including high risk. This linkage allows a craystems,
comprehensive plan which is individualized to the needs of
youth, countyby-county, cityby-city, town to village, throughout

reaus have and will continue to be the community linkage for :I

New York State. This linkage has been consistent over past dgc-
ades, with evidenebased outcomes and proven success stories fgr
over 2 million youth.  Over the next decade, we are hopeful thgt
systems such as probation, juvenile justice, social services ahd
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other youth services better understand the linkages youth burequs Mount Vernon Call to Women Conference

provide as we offer our youth development expertise, staff, arjd

supports to assist in-+entry in the community, lower recidivism,
and enhanced youth development and leadership services.

We are encouraged by the need to enhance community services|for
all youth and stand strong as a unified youth development systemn.

We look forward to the coming decade as a time to further pr(

mote awareness, education, and advocacy for the one reason that
keep youth bureaus and their contract partners such as YMCAs,

Boys and Girls Clubs, and others so strond.o continue to pro-
vide support, services, and programs through a comprehensive
community planning process to the over 2 million youth we
serve.

Page 4
Orange County Summer Academies
Page 5
Peekskill Construction Crew
Page 6
Newsbriefs from Peekskill, Cattaraugus,
Amherst
Page 7
U.S. Tennis Association in White Plains
Page 8
Oswegods Camp
Page 9
Glen Cove Job Shadowing
Page 10
Central Region QYDS
Page 11
Southhold Community Service Projects
Page 12
Page 13
Seniors Ball in Rochester
Page 14
Livingston County Town Meeting
Page 1517
Oneida County News
Page 18
Cattaraugus Youth Court, Youth Citizens
Honored

0

S



State of the Youth Update Page 3

Wyoming County Senior Citizen Spelling Bee a Success

The Wyoming County Youth Bureau and the Office for the Aging sponsored theviassSenior Citizen Spelling Bee.

The idea was borrowed from Alleghany County and tweaked to fit Wyoming County. Organizers wanted to mesh the
Youth and Senior Programs and decided to have the youth run the Spelling Bee and the senior citizens be the spellers.
Over 40 senior citizens participated in a week of preliminary rounds held at various high schools throughout Wyoming
County. Students in the National Honor Society, Interact Club, United Schools in Action, and Sources of Strength
planned each event and while each one was a little bit different, all of them were entertaining.

The week started at Attica where Alice Glasser was the winner and Pat Perl was the&pun®er Tuesday at Perry,

after struggling to stump the contestants, Susan Hengelsberg was victorious and Irene Majchrzak was. r@méo

Pioneer, where students started the event with a staged Spellingt@Bimts spelled first to give the seniors an idea of

how the official Spelling Bee would be run. Kathy Kreis held on to win and unexpectedly, there was a tie for second
place. Mary Ellen Dashnaw and Jeanne Smith could not be stumped, so both were awarded second place honors. In
Warsaw, students witnessed what tough competition is all about. The spellers were spelling words most of us had never
heard of . Words | i ke fAcardi omegal yo and fAennui 06 didnd
Burnette Schunk taking second place honors. Finally Wyoming Central with an audience full of students saw Bob Kel-

ley win the contest with Diane Underwood being named runuger Each winner received a $25 gift card to a local gro-

cery store. Quality Markets in Attica, Perry | GA, Br ac
in Wyoming all supported the event. The Town of Attica and Supervisor Doug Patti hosted a Spaghetti Dinner at the
Attica Hotel to help offset the costs of advertising. Jim Cooley donated $2 of every meal to the OFA/YB Spelling Bee.
Over $1,500 was raised.

On Thursday October™82009, the 11 winners gathered at The Stage in Warsaw for the Championship. Round 1 con-
sisted of beginner words, Round 2 intermediate words, and Round 3 brought us to the challenging words. Down to the

|l ast two spellers, Kathy Kreis from Arcade and Bob Kell
Afgnomic, 0 fisaccharide, 0 and finally the winning word, i
secured the second place position. The Kiwanis Club of Warsaw sponsored the championship gifts by giving the winner
$100 cash and second place $50 cash. A great time was had by all. According to OFA/YB Director Andrea Aldinger,

il ntergenerational activities such as this give ¥ he st
were i mpressed at their knowledge of the English | angu
good to show the kids how i mportant the basics are. o

New York City Commission for LGBTQ Runaway

and Homeless Youth
By Ryan Dodge
Deputy Chief of Staff, Dept. of Youth and Community Development

On October 5th, Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor of New York City, announced the ap-
pointment of 25 civic leaders to the New York City Commission for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Questioning (LGBTQ) Runaway and Homeless Youth. = The Commission is
charged with devising strategies to address the unique needs of LGBTQ youth before they run
away, providing homeless youth with both shelter and the support they need to live independ-
entl vy, or helping them reunite with their fam
Foundation President and CEO Ana L. Oliveira will serve as Chair, and Department of Youth
and Community Development (DYCD) Commissioner Jeanne B. Mullgrav will serve as Direc-
tor. Since 2007, DYCD has developed ten new residential sites in order to expand options for
young people. The Commi ssionbés objective i
diverse needs of LGBTQ youth, who are disproportionately represented among runaway and
homeless youth.



Page 4

State of the Youth Update

Orange County Youth Bureau Sponsors Summer

Youth Leadership Academies
By Colleen Monaghan, MPA

This past summer, in partnership with the Town of Wallkill Boys & Girls Club, the Youth Bureau
sponsored the 2009 Orange County Summer Youth Leadership Academies. The Academies have
doubled in size since its inception in 2007, expanding into four sites: Mount Saint Mary College in
Newburgh, SUNY Orange in Middletown, Warwick Valley Community Center in Warwick, and First
Assembly Church of God in Port Jervis.

12 public, private, and nonprofit partners and 12 staff from across the County came together five
days a week for four weeks to equip youth in grades 7 and 8 with the practical skills needed to
become productive, self-fulfilled, and achievement-oriented adults and community leaders.

The Orange County Youth Bureau believes "it
non-profit agencies, county departments, local business people, and the faith community are the
village. Each of these stakeholders was tapped to play a role in our Academy participants' devel-
opment. We are extremely grateful for the high level of commitment and collaboration that helped
to make this program successful for the third year running.

63 youths from across the county participated in post-secondary educational opportunities, com-
munity and service learning projects, peer-centered activities, organizational and teamwork train-
ing, training in decision making and citizenship, life skills training and budgeting of resources, em-
ployability, and positive social behaviors.

This December we will invite our future leaders, their adult mentors, and all of our partners to-
gether to reflect, refresh, celebrate, and to build on our previous accomplishments. We look for-
ward to continuing to develop young leaders for a brighter future.

Youth Leaders from across Orange County
come together for a day of adventure-based
learning and team-building in Harriman
State Park.
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