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State of the Youth Update 

     Fall 2008 Vol. 13, Issue 3 

Letter from the President 
 

Dear Colleagues:  

 

As your new President of the ANYSYB Board of Directors, I am honored 

to be involved with an association that promotes youth development, 

strives to foster positive outcomes for youth, and portrays a positive image 

of all children whom we serve in our communities across New York State. 

 

ANYSYB is an ñassociation at a crossroadsò in its history.    Our youth 

bureaus have been struggling year after year with onerous cuts in reim-

bursement.    At the same time, however, we continue to learn more and 

more about the outcomes positive youth development has to offer all chil-

dren in New York State.     ANYSYB has paved the way for positive 

youth development and we, as youth bureaus, are being presented with 

many opportunities to engage our kids and the community with coordina-

tion of services which are in the best interest of all youth.      It is a time 

when we must be proud of all we have accomplished and yet realize that 

remaining complacent with our past will only destine us to miss the bene-

fits the future will hold for positive youth development.    

 

ANYSYB is working hard for the youth community of New York State.    

We still need the continued support of community leaders, elected and 

state officials, and concerned citizens.     Whether you simply pay your 

dues, involve yourself in committee work, or participate in any of the 

other opportunities and events offered by ANYSYB, together we can ac-

complish much.    

 

During my tenure, I look forward to working with the membership, the 

Board, and Executive Director Jackie Negri and staff to set forth a direc-

tion that keeps ANYSYB and youth leaders at all tables for youth devel-

opment.      Our collective voice on issues impacting youth is necessary to 

keep our children actively involved within communities.    

 

My goals as your new president are to increase communication on all lev-

els and ensure that messages are clear, concise, and comprehensive; to 

increase the collaboration of our Association with other associations state-

wide to accomplish our goal of increasing resources for the betterment of 

all our members and all of our youth; and lastly, to increase the establish-

ment of partnerships with various agencies, coalitions, taskforces, depart-

ments, etc. that share in our mission to bring our Association to a new 

level and advance our words into action.     I look forward to working with 

all of you on the many issues that face us and hope that you will remain 

and/or become actively involved.    Your voice is our strength and collec-

tively we will continue to make a difference.   

 

Jennifer Petteys 

ANYSYB President 

and 

Executive Director 

Montgomery County Youth Bureau/Alternative Sentencing Dept. 

STOP-DWI Coordinator   
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Jacqueline A. Negri 
ANYSYB Executive Director 

 

Executive Directorôs Message 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear ANYSYB Member,  

 

I personally want to offer best wishes to all of the ANYSYB membership for a happy and safe holiday season and a 

healthy, prosperous New Year.    This past year has been challenging and as I write this note prior to the release of the 

Governorôs Proposed State Budget, I believe we will be ending the year with even more challenges in order to preserve 

and sustain the youth bureau system and the positive outcomes associated with youth development. 

 

There is no doubt that as the New Year approaches, we are in the middle of fiscal crisis that will redefine health and 

human services in New York State.    We anticipate draconian cuts, reactive proposals, and short-term ñfixesò that may 

have a negative impact on youth and families across New York State.     Recognizing the challenges that await us in the 

New Year, youth bureaus and youth leaders across New York State must join forces on the principles and practices of 

Positive Youth Development for one unified reason:    It is in the best interest of all kids.    We know it works for the 

over 2 million children that our youth bureaus currently serve é and we are confident that youth development princi-

ples are a common link for all children and youth, ages 0 to 21. 

 

Understanding this, we hope that coupled with uncertainties, 2009 also greets us with opportunities to continue to care 

for the health, well-being, and safety of our children and youth.    To do so, we must continue to work collaboratively 

with policymakers, the Legislature, and the Administration as well as with youth, families, and communities to 

strengthen our system for youth development.    

 

I would like to end this by sharing with you two quotes.     First:   

 

ñIt is not the strongest of species that survives, nor the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to change.ò  

Charles Darwin 

 

This precedes his more infamous quote:     

 

ñAdapt or die.ò 

Charles Darwin 

 

I share this with you for in these days of uncertainty, youth bureau professionals need to work together, share our suc-

cesses, and bring forth our strengths in order for youth development services to: 

 

ñAdapt é and thrive.ò   

 

Wishing you health and peace in the New Year,  

 

  

 

ANYSYB Executive Director 
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The Cicero Youth Bureau 

By Jody L. Rogers 

Director of Parks and Recreation 

 

New York State Youth Bureaus:    Then and Now 
The editors would like to thank everyone who contributed their articles to the Then and Now series, and remind others that 

there is always room for more.     

The Town of Cicero Youth Bureau became a municipal youth bureau in January 2002, but the 

preparation to get to that point began in the summer of 2001 with the assistance OCFS representative 

Denise Dyer, the school district, law enforcement, community members, and municipalities.  Prior to 

the Town of Cicero taking over the administration of the teen program in the community, a large non-

profit agency had organized the Northeast Youth Initiative in January 1999.    

The Cicero Youth Bureau is a multi-municipal youth bureau that includes the towns of Clay, 

Cicero, Salina, and the village of North Syracuse.  We are also strongly supported by one of New 

York Stateôs largest school districts, North Syracuse Central School District.   

In the short six years, we have dealt with finding new accommodations four different times and 

maintaining our strong funding sources from all four towns and village.  Over our relatively short ex-

istence our Youth Board has formed a 501c3 ñFriendsò group to assist with fundraising activities and 

a Teen Council to create a direct link to relay youth concerns from our community.   

We continue to add new partners in our efforts to garner community support and ultimately be-

come an integral component of this community at large. 

 

 

Briana Echols and TonióLyn Brauchle of the Cicero Parks and Recreation De-

partment enjoy the annual Robins Egg Hunt at Skyway Park in North Syracuse.   
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Childrenôs Village Sanctuary program provides a comfortable, home-like environment 

for runaway and homeless youth, and for young people in need of respite services.   

 

 Hector is a 16 -year -old youth who came to the Sanctuary for safety after being the target of gang violence in 

his home community. He was scared at first, but opened up to the social worker about what was happening in his school 

and neighborhood and how he had contributed to the unsafe situation he now faced. Outreach was done to his father 

who lived a distance from the family and he came to take the youth home with him. The outcome of this intervention 

was twofold, providing the needed safety and a chance to reconnect with a parent Hector had not had much contact 

with for several years.  

 

 The Sanctuary, named by the youth in the program, aptly describes what it is: a safe haven for young people.  

Operated by Childrenõs Village, the Sanctuary is a co-ed 14-bed modern shelter for runaway and homeless youth.  It 

serves youth ages 12 -17 around the clock, 365 days a year. The program is completely voluntary and youth who spend 

time there see it a valuable resource at a difficult time for them and their families.  

 

 Sanctuary is designed as a short -term crisis intervention center for youth who have nowhere else to go. The 

goals of the program are to stabilize youthsõ lives and help them work toward reunification with family. When returning 

home isnõt an option, the staff will identify a safe alternative such as placement with a relative, foster care, or enroll-

ment in the Childrenõs Village Transitional Living Program. 

 

The Sanctuary program can also provide short -term respite to youth from troubled families who are at risk of 

splintering apart, to allow families time to get their problems under control and prevent their teen from becoming 

homeless or a runaway. These families are also able to participate in the after -care service which can last up to 6 

months.  

  

 The Sanctuaryõs 24 hour Hotline number is 1-888 -997 -1583.  For more information about the program go to 

www.wys-sanctuary.org  or call the program at 914 -593 -0667.  

The Sanctuary Program Provides a Safe Haven 

for Young People 
By Amy Chase 

Director of Shelter Services 

http://www.wys-sanctuary.org/
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The Healthy from Birth for Life (HFBFL) project is a social health marketing campaign that is a part of the Lower Hudson Valley Peri-

natal Network (LHVPN).   LHVPN was created to address two of the nationôs top public health priorities:  disease prevention and 

eliminating health disparities, with a primary focus on ñmaking sure that all babies are born healthy.ò 

 

Healthy from Birth for Life aims to improve birth outcomes targeting two communities in Westchester, Mt. Vernon and Peekskill.  

Youth in the program are encouraged to participate in healthy behaviors early in life in order to prevent the onset of chronic diseases 

such as diabetes, obesity, and heart disease.  The program offers youth ages 13-21 the opportunity to gain community service experi-

ence and receive a paid stipend!  Besides learning to live healthier lives while educating their communities, youth also have the oppor-

tunity to explore career options in research, marketing, and health education. 

 

Because Healthy from Birth for Life is a youth-driven program, the success of the campaign relies heavily on youth involvement.  Join 

us as we fight for healthier babies, a healthier you, and a healthier Westchester! For more information or to become a part of the 

HFBFL campaign, contact Michelle Gordon at (914)493-6435 or at gordonm@LHVPN.net. 

Healthy From Birth for Life! 
By Michelle Gordon 

Project Manager 

Andy Spano, Westchester County Executive, joins staff and youth from the Healthy From Birth for Life Program at the Mount 

Vernon Dance Marathon.    


