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fONE Stat e, ONE Voice for New

Upon my acceptance of the role as your Board President of the Association of FEw

York State Youth Bureaus in October of 2008, | stated that | saw the ensuing year ps a
fidevastating opportunity.o To say the | ealst, | Li_e i a c I at elly
First of all, | would like to personally thank each and every one of you for your tife- bEe X '€ & eu f rl \§ € ﬁj'| ar é c't dc
less dedication and commitment to our youth in New York State. | would like to acknowlefige Page 2
and commend all of you for your advocacy efforts and assistance with what was labeled by nany
as a very powerful, unified, wetirganized and truly effective grassroots campaign. Our effofts o
need to remain strong and also need to continue to be focused on one global dtobareced Governor Patterson Visits Western NY
Youth Development and Prevention Services in New York State. Paae 3
ANYSYB must continue to advocate and provide public education on the fact fhat g
youth development and prevention services provided by youth bureaus are the common link
between many partners including state and local government, comshaséy programs (i.e. :
Boys and Girls clubs, Y WC A 6 s ;schodIMyEiam, sjquth end f . ) G'Pﬂ g:Oy% HQGQrS Qrfféce% RQQQHO Telese
families, and other stakeholders. The youth bureaus throughout New York State serve as the lead Page 4
coordinator, provider and connector of these services. Youth bureaus ensure that the sdrvices
coordinated and provided by our system are effective and demonstrate proven results that fepre-
sent locally identified needs for the populations we serve. Our systemkeytHimk in estab- Glen Cove: Job Shadow Day
lishing positive outcomes that truly reflect the priority needs of all youth within our local comru- Page 5
nities. In order to continue our provision of positive youth development and prevention servjces, g
we must ensure the existence and strength of ourdtamgling and efficient youth bureau struc
ture as the framework for moving forward. . .
| would be remiss if | did not acknowledge our solid network of supporters and phrt- Youth LeaderShlp Forum in Albany
ners that joined us in our campaign such as the Empire State Coalition, the New York Statepuve- qes a 8
nile Police Officers Association, the Fofum for Youth nvestment, NY Ch
work, the New York State Afterschool Net yor k, YMCAGSs New York State,
of New York State and many other partners who supported our efforts. In addition, | exfend White P|a|ns Parent/Child Dance
special thanks to Senator Velmanette Montgomery, Senate Chair, Committee on Childreg and Pade 9
Families and Assemblyman William Scarborough, Assembly Chair, Committee on Childrenjand g
Families, for inviting me to participate in a roundt abl e discussion enti
its Impact on Funding for New Yorko6s Youf i
champions of Youth Development and Prevention Services. With the assistance of their ¢ nfer AN?@?B 3%&‘ Rdrﬁj‘apcanf@r%ﬂce
ences, they and their legislative colleagues demonstrated tremendous support througholit our Pages 1® 12
campaign and carried the message to the Governor on the importance of the youth bureau Jystem,
youth devel opment, and prevention servicgs on b half of all of New Yor k
bled to participate in such a wonderful opportunity and to spread our collective message hthe O T a n ge Count Yy O0s R e Al
company of such dedicated and truly admirable individuals. As stated by Senator Montgomery, Padge 13
AWe are one state, and your pain is our plain.o g
In closing, | urge all of you to keep up the awesome energy and strong grassfoots
efforts to promote our structure and system that continues to provide positive youth develogment
and prevention services to over 2 million youth statewide despite these difficult times. | wguld Youth Court News
recommend all of you take the time to personally thank Jackie Negri, Executive Director of the Page 14
Association of New York State Youth Bureaus, for her amazing efforts, tireless dedicationjand
passion in representing our membership and our youth and most importantly, for her exp}rtise
and guidance in organizing such an effective grassroots campaign. Her expertise and abjity to Amher st | t 6 S
both lead and implement brought us together with ONE VOICE which has been heard loud and Padge 15
clear. We can6t stop now. g
| look forward to working with Jackie, the ANYSYB Board of Directors, Regiongl
Representatives and each and every one of you to continue to find the windows of opportungy for :
our system and our young peopl e. Letds Imake rc%wagég%rghgemmaqouder
Association of New York State Youth Bureaus to a new level in 2009 so that there is no qugstion Page 16
of what we do, or who we are, but that we have always been the leaders for Youth Develogment
and Prevention Services throughout New York State. . .
| ACT for Youth: Teen Relationships
Sincerely,
Jen Petteys, ANYSYB President Page 17
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Executi ve Director 6s

Jacqueline A. Negri
ANYSYB Executive Director

Buil ding Futures € Not Bl oc

Although | can still visualize the over 300 youths from across the state waving their signs, shouting out the campaign
slogans while clapping their hands and stomping their feet, the picture in my mind that leaves me most awestruck is
that of a young man in the room who sat quietly durin
in the process. He seemed to be fAtaking ifaldedal! | ir
on the floor and just blankly looking around the room.

Later in the morning, the same young man was in a meeting with me and Senator Velmanette Montgomery, Chair,
Children and Families.  Again, he let the young girl he was with speak first while he sat back and observed. The
Senator looked over to him and said what a fine young man he was and asked him what he would like to say.  Sim-

ply put, he looked her straight in the eye and ail, donét know where | would be wi
ryday. The people who work there, you knHetenpathey &
both hands over his heart and passionately Saildt woul d be | i ke ripping a piece

No signs. No chanting. No endless hours of writing and reading talking points.  No calculating and recalculating

funding formulas. No coalition building, press conferences, and letter writing campaigns. No strategy, no
counterstrategy.

Just the voice of one yout h. One youth speaking f
should he not have the supports, friendships, programs, and services he needs to not lonely build his future, but to
survive.

The efforts of all the youth bureaus, their partner commibdged agencies, youth boards, local legislatures and
other stakehol ders were unprecedented in response to
ess.  Your grassroots advocacy, public education efforts, and coordinated coalition approach proved to be efficient,
productive, and ultimately successful. However, our tireless efforts were incomparable to the difference the outcome
of this campaign made in the |ife of that one child é

Tough decisions, financial and otherwise, need to be made during these trying times.  No one can truly believe that
fewer services for youth devel opment and prevention f

Therefore, we need to continue our efforts to collaborate, be creative, and work together with the NYS Legislature, the
Executive Administration, NYSOCFS, and our community

€ n o tip afpiece away of any childy ensuring youth development and preven-
tion services continue to be available to meet the needs of all youth.

S

Jackie Negri
ANYSYB Executive Director
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Governor Patterson Hears Concerns In

Western New York

Executive Director Ellen Fishcher and youth member
Nicole from the Town of Cheektowaga Youth and Recrea-
tional Services spoke with Governor David Patterson at
the Town Hall meeting in Niagara Falls on March 5.
Members of the Western New York Association of Youth
Boards and Youth Bureaus turned out to encourage the
Governor to rehink the proposed Youth Development
Block Grant.



