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State of the Youth Update 

     Winter/Spring 2009 Vol. 13, Issue 4 
ñONE State, ONE Voice for New Yorkôs Youthò 

 Upon my acceptance of the role as your Board President of the Association of New 

York State Youth Bureaus in October of 2008, I stated that I saw the ensuing year as a 
ñdevastating opportunity.ò To say the least, I believe this accurately depicts the last six months. 

 First of all, I would like to personally thank each and every one of you for your tire-

less dedication and commitment to our youth in New York State.  I would like to acknowledge 
and commend all of you for your advocacy efforts and assistance with what was labeled by many 

as a very powerful, unified, well-organized and truly effective grassroots campaign.  Our efforts 

need to remain strong and also need to continue to be focused on one global outcome ï enhanced 
Youth Development and Prevention Services in New York State. 

 ANYSYB must continue to advocate and provide public education on the fact that 

youth development and prevention services provided by youth bureaus are the common link 
between many partners including state and local government, community-based programs (i.e. 

Boys and Girls clubs, YWCAôs, YMCAôs, etc.) the school and after-school system, youth and 
families, and other stakeholders. The youth bureaus throughout New York State serve as the lead 

coordinator, provider and connector of these services. Youth bureaus ensure that the services 

coordinated and provided by our system are effective and demonstrate proven results that repre-
sent locally identified needs for the populations we serve.  Our system is the key link in estab-

lishing positive outcomes that truly reflect the priority needs of all youth within our local commu-

nities.  In order to continue our provision of positive youth development and prevention services, 
we must ensure the existence and strength of our long-standing and efficient youth bureau struc-

ture as the framework for moving forward. 

I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge our solid network of supporters and part-
ners that joined us in our campaign such as the Empire State Coalition, the New York State Juve-

nile Police Officers Association, the Forum for Youth Investment, NY Childrenôs Action Net-

work, the New York State Afterschool Network, YMCAôs of New York State, Catholic Charities 
of New York State and many other partners who supported our efforts.  In addition, I extend 

special thanks to Senator Velmanette Montgomery, Senate Chair, Committee on Children and 

Families and Assemblyman William Scarborough, Assembly Chair, Committee on Children and 
Families, for inviting me to participate in a roundtable discussion entitled, ñThe State Budget and 

its Impact on Funding for New Yorkôs Youth.ò These legislators and their colleagues are truly 

champions of Youth Development and Prevention Services.  With the assistance of their confer-
ences, they and their legislative colleagues demonstrated tremendous support throughout our 

campaign and carried the message to the Governor on the importance of the youth bureau system, 

youth development, and prevention services on behalf of all of New Yorkôs youth.  I was hum-
bled to participate in such a wonderful opportunity and to spread our collective message in the 

company of such dedicated and truly admirable individuals.  As stated by Senator Montgomery, 

ñWe are one state, and your pain is our pain.ò 
In closing, I urge all of you to keep up the awesome energy and strong grassroots 

efforts to promote our structure and system that continues to provide positive youth development 

and prevention services to over 2 million youth statewide despite these difficult times.  I would 
recommend all of you take the time to personally thank Jackie Negri, Executive Director of the 

Association of New York State Youth Bureaus, for her amazing efforts, tireless dedication and 

passion in representing our membership and our youth and most importantly, for her expertise 
and guidance in organizing such an effective grassroots campaign.  Her expertise and ability to 

both lead and implement brought us together with ONE VOICE which has been heard loud and 

clear.  We canôt stop now. 
I look forward to working with Jackie, the ANYSYB Board of Directors, Regional 

Representatives and each and every one of you to continue to find the windows of opportunity for 

our system and our young people.  Letôs make our ONE VOICE even louder by elevating the 
Association of New York State Youth Bureaus to a new level in 2009 so that there is no question 

of what we do, or who we are, but that we have always been the leaders for Youth Development 

and Prevention Services throughout New York State. 
 

Sincerely, 

Jen Petteys, ANYSYB President 

Message from the President 

Jen Petteys 
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Executive Directorôs Message 

 

 

 

 

Building Futures é Not Blocking Them 
 

Although I can still visualize the over 300 youths from across the state waving their signs, shouting out the campaign 

slogans while clapping their hands and stomping their feet, the picture in my mind that leaves me most awestruck is 

that of a young man in the room who sat quietly during the activities.     He wasnôt waving his sign, nor really engaged 

in the process.     He seemed to be ñtaking it all in,ò somewhat leaning over in his chair, holding his sign half-folded 

on the floor and just blankly looking around the room.    

 

Later in the morning, the same young man was in a meeting with me and Senator Velmanette Montgomery, Chair, 

Children and Families.     Again, he let the young girl he was with speak first while he sat back and observed.     The 

Senator looked over to him and said what a fine young man he was and asked him what he would like to say.     Sim-

ply put, he looked her straight in the eye and said, ñI donôt know where I would be without the programs I go  to eve-

ryday.    The people who work there, you know, they are like my family.     If these programs close é.ò  He then put 

both hands over his heart and passionately said, ñIt would be like ripping a piece of me away.ò   

 

No signs.    No chanting.     No endless hours of writing and reading talking points.     No calculating and recalculating 

funding formulas.     No coalition building, press conferences, and letter writing campaigns.      No strategy, no 

counter-strategy.     

 

Just the voice of one youth.     One youth speaking from his heart é which he truly believed would be ñripped outò 

should he not have the supports, friendships, programs, and services he needs to not lonely build his future, but to 

survive.     

 

The efforts of all the youth bureaus, their partner community-based agencies, youth boards, local legislatures and 

other stakeholders were unprecedented in response to the onerous proposals put forth during this yearôs budget proc-

ess.     Your grassroots advocacy, public education efforts, and coordinated coalition approach proved to be efficient, 

productive, and ultimately successful.    However, our tireless efforts were incomparable to the difference the outcome 

of this campaign made in the life of that one child é and his friends é and the over 2 million youth we serve.      

 

Tough decisions, financial and otherwise, need to be made during these trying times.     No one can truly believe that 

fewer services for youth development and prevention for New Yorkôs youth is okay.    It is not.     

 

Therefore, we need to continue our efforts to collaborate, be creative, and work together with the NYS Legislature, the 

Executive Administration, NYSOCFS, and our community partners toward our one common goal é  

 

é not to rip a piece away of any child by ensuring youth development and preven-

tion services continue to be available to meet the needs of all youth.    

 
 

 

 

Jackie Negri 

ANYSYB Executive Director 
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Governor Patterson Hears Concerns in 

Western New York  

Executive Director Ellen Fishcher and youth member 

Nicole from the Town of Cheektowaga Youth and Recrea-

tional Services spoke with Governor David Patterson at 

the Town Hall meeting in Niagara Falls on March 5.     

Members of the Western New York Association of Youth 

Boards and Youth Bureaus turned out to encourage the 

Governor to re-think the proposed Youth Development 

Block Grant.   


