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Message from the President 
Jen Petteys 

Keeping the Momentum 
 
 

While we all have just completed the very difficult task of reducing our alloca-
tions by 10%, we cannot let that dampen our spirits and certainly should not halt 
the momentum we have so successfully gained throughout these unprecedented 
tough fiscal times. 
 
ANYSYB has strengthened its partnership with the leaders in Albany and we 
are pleased to be involved in many statewide initiatives as we continue to posi-
tion ourselves at the table for youth development discussions and strategies.  It 
is vital that we maintain our unified voice on issues impacting our youth to keep 
the momentum moving forward for the benefit of all our members, our system, 
and most importantly, our young people here in New York State. 
 
Recognizing that we have made significant impact in these areas, there has 
never been a more needed time for youth bureaus to come together and to main-
tain the connection with community leaders, elected and state officials, and 
concerned citizens to keep their support strong. 
 
Our legislative leaders are no longer in session and have returned back to their 
local districts.  We must take this opportunity to connect with them on a local 
level to involve them with our youth development programs.  We need to dem-
onstrate that continued funding and our current structure is needed to preserve 
the many services we have to offer.  This may very well be considered their 
“down time,” but for us, this is our “up time” and our chance to relay our mes-
sage to our leaders locally. This will allow our legislators a better opportunity to 
take time out in their districts to comprehend the importance of our programs, 
services, and future needs. 
 
The importance of the local connection and local marketing of our youth devel-
opment system cannot be stressed enough.  We all need to maximize our oppor-
tunities to reach out to our local legislators, elected and state officials, as well as 
our regional liaisons representing the Governor’s office.  Please take the time to 
reach out to your Assemblyperson, Senator and regional liaison today and invite 
them to a program that you have scheduled or, at the very least, make a personal 
visit to their office with your youth.  Keep up the momentum, continue the suc-
cess, and together we will make the necessary advancements for New York 
State’s youth. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at our Board Meetings, which are scheduled 
throughout the state in the coming months, and, of course, at our Annual Con-
ference, October 5th and 6th in Liverpool, New York. 
 
Remember, keep the momentum and gear up the message locally!  Your voice 
is our strength and collectively we will continue to make a difference. 
 
 
Jennifer W. Petteys, ANYSYB President 
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Jacqueline A. Negri 
ANYSYB Executive Director 

 

Executive Director’s Message 

 
 

 
 

An Institute of Medicine report noted that as of 1990, when the last most comprehensive assessment of youth programs was under-
taken, there were approximately 17,000 active youth-serving organizations in the United States alone.     In the 1990’s, youth advo-
cates began calling for a paradigm shift away from solely preventing problem outcomes to fully preparing all youth to lead produc-
tive lives and achieve their full potential.      Community-based youth programs, such as youth bureaus, have a long history of pro-
viding needed supports, coordination, and direct services to youth so that they can achieve their goals.       
 
So why, nearly twenty years later, does New York continue to reduce funding for youth-serving organizations and push back on the 
paradigm shift on the benefits of positive youth development?     
 
Because they know not what they do? 
 
The role of the youth bureau, as designated in law and regulation, has contributed to the success and positive development of over 
2 million youth on an annual basis.      With only 107 youth bureaus in New York State, one would think that the work of the youth 
bureau serving over 2 million youth annually in community programs and runaway and homeless programs while keeping them off 
the streets and out of harm’s way, thus lowering recidivism in juvenile justice facilities, is impossible.   
 
But it’s not.     It is what youth bureaus do, everyday, 365 days a year throughout all counties, towns, and villages in New York 
State so that ALL youth have the same opportunities for a positive future.     Not to mention that youth bureaus provide such qual-
ity programs and services on funding which probably cost more to “cut” than is actually received due to the reduced annualized 
amount in YDDP, SDPP, and RHYA.    
 
No one disputes that research in resiliency finds that the presence of caring adult relationships, decision-making skills, and other 
characteristics in a young person’s life could offset the occurrence of negative outcomes, especially among youth considered to be 
at high risk.    No one disputes the fact that programs like Ready by 21 and other quality youth development initiatives have dem-
onstrated proven outcomes for youth.       
 
Then why is there continued dispute that advancing youth development through New York’s youth bureau system for the overall 
safety, well-being, and future of all youth may not be the right venue?    And why aren't youth bureaus’ roles and functions pro-
posed to be expanded instead of  “dismantled,” in order to continue to meet the needs of 2 million youth we serve?     
 
Because they know not what we do. 
 
We need to continue to educate state and local policymakers and your colleagues in the county and community on the importance 
of our system.    This public awareness needs to be done not only during the Legislative Session while reacting to draconian pro-
posals, but throughout the year.    Our youth are our best voice … we need them to share their stories, their successes, and their 
hope for their futures.     They are the “positive outcomes” that we refer to in our materials, meetings, and discussion.    There is no 
better time to demonstrate and validate our “positive outcomes” at the local level than over the next six months.     
 
Keep up the great work you do on behalf of the 2 million kids you serve … you know what you do and the difference you make in 
the life of a child.        
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Niagara County Legislature Recognizes  
Ann M. Irvin Award Recipient 

 
In honor of Ann Irvin and her tireless efforts toward promoting the welfare of youth and families across New York State, Chelsea 
Lynn Pelsone was chosen by the Niagara County Youth Bureau as their first recipient of the Ann M. Irvin Youth Recognition 
Award.   Chelsea was recognized on April 7, 2009 at a regular meeting of the Niagara County Legislature.   Legislators Danny 
Sklarski and John Ceretto presented the award and read aloud a proclamation commending Chelsea and her involvement with the 
youth bureau and other activities throughout the community. 
 
Chelsea is a junior at Lewiston-Porter High School and was a past participant in the Leadership for the Youth of Niagara County 
program, which is funded through the youth bureau. 

Legislator Danny Sklarski (left) and Legislator John Ceretto present Chelsea Pelsone 
with the Ann M. Irvin Youth Recognition Award at a meeting of the Niagara County 
Legislature on April 7, 2009.    
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To find out how to become an active part of your regional association, contact:   

Association of NYS Youth Bureaus  
1653 Central Avenue  

Albany, New York 12205 
Phone: 518 869-4930 Fax: 518 869-0780 

nassocia@nycap.rr.com 

Islip Youth Bureau Honors Volunteers 
 
 On the evening of June 11, 2009, the Town of Islip Youth Bureau held a special event 
honoring 175 community members who volunteer with the town’s network of youth service agen-
cies.     Town Supervisor Phil Nolan, Councilman Steve Flotteron, and Town Clerk Regina Duffy 
attended to personally present these awards. 
 These youth and adult volunteers serve in a variety of capacities.    In addition to provid-
ing direct services to youth, the adult volunteers provide legal advice, fundraising assistance, in-
put into the development of programs, and they participate in a host of community activities.    
The youth volunteers provide assistance with fundraising projects, community clean-ups, cultural 
events, lawn care and snow removal for senior and disabled residents, and they work with youth 
program participants younger than themselves.     
 The individuals honored that night include volunteers of all ages who serve as board 
members and/or assist in programs run by the following youth service agencies:    Town of Islip 
Youth Board; Youth and Family Counseling Program of Islip; Youth Enrichment Services; and 
South Shore Community Organization.   Volunteers were treated to a barbecue dinner and profes-
sional magic show.    A great time was had by all!   
 This event recognized all the volunteers for their generous contributions of time and tal-
ent.    In addition, Outstanding Volunteer Awards were presented to:  Belinda Groneman; the 
Suffolk Police Athletic League Junior Hockey Team; the Bayport-Blue Point High School 
Ecology Club; and Dr. Kyle Hewson.    The prestigious Town of Islip Chick Pizzuro Volunteer 
Award was presented to Amanda Prior.    
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Camp-In Highlights Experience at Camp Hollis 
Excerpt from a posting by Steve Yablonski on April 20, 2009 in Oswego County Today (oswegocountytoday.com) 

Reprinted with permission 
 

 
OSWEGO, NY —  OK, maybe they couldn’t go swimming.   But all the other amenities of the Camp Hollis experience were on display 
inside the historic Oswego YMCA-Armory on Saturday [April 18th].      
 Over the years, Camp Hollis has been the summer home to thousands of young campers.     It has been Oswego County’s 
children’s residential camp since it opened in July of 1946, according to current Camp Director Jim Farfaglia, a senior youth services 
specialist with the Oswego City-County Youth Bureau.     He was a member of the camp staff from 1974 to 1979, and a former camper.    
Since 1990, he has been a member of the Youth Bureau’s staff.      
 The late Judge Eugene Sullivan was the founder of the camp.    Jane Ann Sullivan Spellman is the founder’s daughter.  
 “The camp has come a long way since 1946,” she told Oswego County Today.   “And it is still going strong!”       
 Farfaglia and Alysa Koloms (an Americorps worker), along with Sullivan Spellman, collaborated to publish Camp Hollis — 
The Origins of Oswego County’s Children’s Camp.     
 “ We had to laugh at the pictures (for the book).    My dad, as a photographer, was probably a very good lawyer,” Spellman 
joked.     “These aren’t professional pictures of the kids, but they capture the spirit of the camp.”     
 “The children who went to camp at the beginning weren’t what you’d call juvenile delinquents.     They may have been in 
trouble because there wasn’t someone there to show them there was a different way, a better way,” Spellman pointed out.    They were 
youngsters who needed guidance and responsibility, she added.    “For a lot of them, there just wasn’t the support they needed,” she 
said.   “They were being taken care of.   But the idea of getting out during the summer and taking care of yourself was pretty new to 
them.   Children are important, and it’s important they know that.”   
 Along with having fun and enjoying the outdoors, they were learning responsibility, she said.     “My father expected some-
thing of the kids.    He expected them to do their chores, stay in school and make something of themselves …. I think it had a very posi-
tive effect on many, many kids.” 
 It did indeed, according to Bill Syrell, a camper from the 1970’s.    He stopped by to get reacquainted with the camp and also 
thanked his former camp counselor, Farfaglia, for having “a profound positive effect” on his life.    
 “I was one of Jim’s first campers back in 1974.    He still looks the same,” Syrell said.      
 The two reminisced about the “old days” for several minutes.      When the original camp building was on its last legs, the 
counselors took two-hour fire patrols overnight to check the grounds and make sure the old wooden building didn’t catch fire, the two 
recalled.      
 “They predicted that within five minutes, if a fire broke out, that building would have gone up in flames,” Farfaglia said.    “It 
was built in the late 1920s and finally torn down in 1983.”  
 “It served its purpose well,” Syrell said.    “We had a lot of good times there.    I have fond memories of my time at Camp 
Hollis.”    
  

 
 
 

Bill Syrell, a camper from the 1970s, chats with Jim Farfaglia, Camp Director, 
and Jane Ann Sullivan Spellman, the founder’s daughter.     

 
      … to learn more about this event and the history of Camp Hollis, check out the rest of this 
article at oswegocountytoday.com.     
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Youth Board Award Presenters, from left:   Sumer Miller, Kayla Powers, Cassie Snyder, Maddie 

Rochford, Alex Senglaub and Sabrina Wilferth 

2009  
Youth Recognition Awards 

 
The Ontario County Youth Board of the Ontario County Youth Bureau held its Annual Youth Recognition 

Awards Ceremony on Thursday, June 2nd at the Ontario County Safety Training Facility.  This annual award is presented 
to the most outstanding 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade youths in Ontario County.   Criteria for selection include achieve-
ments in community service, character, and demonstration of leadership. 
 Each high school in Ontario County was invited to nominate their “Most Outstanding Youth.”   To be singled out 
amongst your entire class certainly says something about the character and caliber of these youths.   These youths have 
given of themselves and held themselves to a high level of achievement while facing life’s many challenges.   

The guest speaker was the Honorable Judge Craig Doran who delivered a message about his hopes that they will 
continue to pursue their passions in life and continue to serve our community as today’s and tomorrow’s leaders.   “The 
Climb” by Miley Cyrus was performed by guitarist/vocalist Katelyn Vaughn and vocalist Lindsay Wyman.   
 Board members Kayla Powers, Alex Senglaub, Maddie Rochford, Cassie Snyder, Sabrina Wilferth, Michael 
Ballman, and Sumer Miller presented Outstanding Youth Awards with the assistance of the Honorable Judge Doran and 
Youth Bureau Director Patricia D’Amico to:  12th grader Benjamin Bills of Naples Central School; 11th grader T. J. Stru-
ble of Canandaigua Academy; 10th grader Hillary Trumbower of Naples Central School; and 9th Grader Emily French 
from Canandaigua Academy.  These youths were recognized with a plaque from the Ontario County Youth Board and gift 
certificates to Borders Books, donated by the Canandaigua Police Department’s Gold Badge Club.   
 Others nominated for selection by their high schools and recognized with certificates for their achievements and 
contributions by the Youth Board were: 12th Graders; Carissa Conners of Midlakes High School, Nina Haji of Canandai-
gua Academy, Richard Hellinger of Red Jacket High School, Kyle McClellen of Canandaigua Academy,  Adam Murphy 
of Geneva High School and Doug Tay of Victor High School.  11th Graders; Elizabeth Bondor of Geneva High School, 
Emily Flower of Red Jacket High School, Juliet Garcia of Geneva High School, Joseph Kelly of Naples High School, 
Hannah Knodolf of Bloomfield High School, Ben Landschoot of Midlakes High School, Rachel Mace of Canandaigua 
Academy, Michele Prong of Victor High School, 10th Graders; Katie Carr of Canandaigua Academy, Madeleine Gearan 
of Geneva High School, Tyler Jansen of Midlakes High School, Beverly Petilli of Victor High School and Taylor To-
hafjian of Canandaigua Academy, 9th Graders; Creighton L. Camera of Geneva High School, Ford Filer of Victor High 
School, Emily French of Canandaigua Academy, Tyler Jacobs of Naples Central School, Jennifer Strub of Midlakes High 
School, and Katelynn Vaughn of Canandaigua Academy. 

These youths are a true inspiration to us all and are a true asset to our community.  The Ontario County Youth 
Bureau and its Board recognizes the value of their contributions and the important role that they play as today’s and to-
morrow’s leaders. 

Ontario Youths Receive Recognition 
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Amherst Youth Consortium:  Youth Leadership Advocates in Action 
 
A group of 70 middle and high school students who spend their free time trying to influence others to make posi-
tive, healthy choices:    That is what the Amherst Youth Consortium is all about.    Started by Kathy Mobarak-
Miller, Social Worker/Project Coordinator with the Amherst Youth Board, the Youth Consortium will be marking 
two decades of service and youth leadership in 2010. 
  
The group initially began as a group of concerned students trying to prohibit tobacco sales to youth, but quickly 
became much more.  In 2002, a student asked to be part of a presentation which sought to present the Search Insti-
tute’s message of developmental assets to clergy associations in Amherst.  From that presentation to 25 clergy 
which included priests, ministers and rabbis, came more requests.   The mission of the Amherst Youth Consortium 
(AYC) in the community became clear:  To serve as the youth leadership development mechanism to introduce the 
developmental asset model.  This past year alone illustrates the shining successes of the AYC; from September 
2008 – May 2009 the Search Institute’s model of developmental assets has been presented to an amazing 2,635 
students and 1,086 adults. 
 
The students represent all public schools and many of the private schools in the town of Amherst.  Their contribu-
tions are felt in many ways beyond just presentations alone.  From public speaking engagements, the group has 
earned status as a valuable and credible voice of the youth population, both locally and at the state level.  They 
have been invited to advocate for youth development, asked for input from the United Way, and invited to have a 
voice on shared decision-making committees and school wellness councils.   The group has also participated in the 
Youth Leadership Development Forum in Albany since 1996, with energetic and excited student members travel-
ing to Albany each year for the 2-day conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the group looks back, it is proud of its accomplishments and looks forward to making many more contributions.  
This year, the AYC has 22 graduating (senior) members.  They are: Chelsea Bath, Williamsville South HS 
(Member 1/05-Present), Lindsay Bender, Sweet Home HS (Member 5/06- Present), Stephanie Berland 
(Williamsville South HS) Member 11/06-Present, Dane Bostwick, Sweet Home HS (Member 11/07-Present), 
Courtney Dennee, (Holy Angels Academy, Member 6/07-Present), Sarah DiPofi (Williamsville East HS, Member 
3/07-Present), Melissa Dobmeier (Williamsville North HS, Member 11/06-Present), Brittany Dworak 
(Williamsville South HS, Member 11/06-Present), Ashley Ferenczy (Williamsville South HS, Member 6/06-
Present), Alyssa Guercio (Williamsville South HS, Member 3/06-Present), Esha Maheshwari (Williamsville East 
HS, Member 1/05-Present), Mark Massaro (Williamsville East HS, Member 11/06-Present), Megan Mulcahy 
(Williamsville East HS, Member 11/06-Present), Brandon Munoz (Williamsville East HS, Member 11/07-Present), 
Emily Olmstead (Sweet Home HS, Member 1/05-Present), Megan Paulsen (Williamsville East HS, Member 6/06-
Present), Michael Silvestri (Williamsville East HS, Member 6/04-Present), Emilee Slick (Williamsville North 
HS, Member 10/05-Present), Grace Sokolowski (Williamsville East HS, Member 3/07-Present), Tyler Walters 
(Williamsville South HS, Member 10/05-Present), Emily Weinheimer (Sweet Home HS, Member 1/05-Present), 
Katie Zwara (Williamsville East HS, Member 3/07-Present) 
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Members of the AYD Training Team present BOCES with Collaborative Partner Award. 
(l to r) Francine Vernon (AYD Facilitator); Martin Lorenzo; Maria Mcginty; Dina Cochrane 
(all from BOCES); Susan Lerich-Gersten; Linda Puoplo; Sharon Davis-Julius (all AYD Facili-
tators) 

Southern Westchester BOCES was honored for its unwavering support of the Advancing Youth Develop-
ment (AYD) training in Westchester County at a celebration class this spring.  BOCES has generously 
provided the space for ongoing AYD training, which provides professional development for youth workers 
in the county. 
 
AYD is a fun, interactive curriculum that aims to increase the skills and knowledge of youth workers and 
to support recognition of youth work as a valued profession.  The training helps build local networks of 
youth workers and aims to institutionalize the basic principles of positive youth development in agencies 
and programs serving youth. 
 
Advancing Youth Development is taught by local teams of youth service professionals throughout New 
York State.  In Westchester, the AYD Training Team consists of representatives from the White Plains 
Youth Bureau, the Westchester Library System, the Westchester County Department of Correction, the 
Children’s Village, the Peekskill Youth Bureau, and After School Works NY, with the Westchester 
County Youth Bureau as lead agency. 
 
Since 2004 Westchester has trained over 200 professionals in the principles of youth development, using 
the AYD curricula. The training has been well received, with participants saying, “This training has helped 
me to get through my fears of facilitating group activities,” “I have been able to implement some of the 
ideas and activities in my youth program,”  and “The training was awesome and the participants inspir-
ing!” 
 
For more information about AYD, contact Sue Lerich-Gersten at (914) 995-2746 or go to www.nyayd.org. 

Advancing Youth Development in Westchester County 
By Sue Lerich-Gersten 
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More News From Westchester:    2009 
Summer Youth Employment Program 

 
By O.J. Yizar 

 
The Westchester/Putnam Workforce Investment Board (WIB) has awarded $800,000 in con-
tracts to youth agencies to provide summer jobs for about 300 low-income youth, ages 21 - 24 
years old.  In addition to getting employment, the youth participate in a structured program 
designed to improve their work-readiness skills. Funding for this program is provided under 
the American Response and Recovery Act, which was signed into law by President Obama on 
February 17, 2009.  Wages for these youth are subsidized 100% and participating businesses 
have each youth for up to 11 weeks. 
 
Among the jobs offered are clerical and office support, maintenance, parks and recreation, 
hotel and hospitality, child care, sales and customer service, transportation, cosmetology, food 
services, construction and landscaping, and stock and warehouse. This program provides 
young people with a wonderful opportunity to build job-readiness skills and gain employment. 
 
Agencies operating the program include the Children’s Village, the Greater Centennial AME 
Zion Church, the Mount Vernon Youth Bureau, the Peekskill Youth Bureau, Port Chester 
Carver Center, Thomas H. Slater Center, Union Baptist Church, Westhab,  Westchester Com-
munity Action Program, and the White Plains Youth Bureau.   Some of the participating busi-
nesses include Greyston Bakery, the Business Council of Westchester, Interstate Thermogra-
phers, the Ritz Carlton, Interstate Plumbing Company, Copy Shop Royal Press, and Another 
9. 

Somber News from Chautauqua County:     
Youth Bureau Closes, Merges with DSS 

By Steve Purol 
Former Executive Director, Chautauqua County Youth Bureau 

 
Chautauqua County Youth Bureau came to an end on July 1, 2009.      After 30 years of serving youth in New York’s most 
westerly rural county, the programs will be merged into the Department of Social Services (DSS).    
 
The Youth Bureau monitored 20 youth programs, a community service program, a safe house, and 35 summer recreation 
programs for the towns and villages of the county.     Operated by three staff members, the Youth Bureau provided a high 
level of service and knew the needs of each community.     Countless presentations were given each year.     Many commu-
nity events were organized and supported by the Youth Bureau.   
 
With the funding cuts over the past two years, Chautauqua County had to make a hard decision and apply to the state for 
permission to merge the programs into DSS.      
 
As the Director for the past year, I am sad to see it end and hope [the county] will strive to be better than ever in reaching the 
children of our community.     

 



   State of the Youth Update Page 10 

Members of the Westchester County Youth Council (left to right, front) Daniel 
Saroza; Semarley Jarrett; Kalena Alvarez; and Kshawn Muckle speak out about the 
importance of youth programs at the “Fair Share Tax Reform” rally in White 
Plains.  The Westchester County Youth Council, a program of Family Services of 
Westchester, gets young people involved in community service and social activism, 
while teaching them how to be leaders and providing them with opportunities to af-
fect social and public policy. For more information about the Youth Council contact 
Laura Achkar at (914) 872-5224. 

Scene on the Street:    A Youth 
Council in Action 



             Page 11 State of the Youth Update 

 

Youth and Family Town Meeting Held to Gather Input  
for Child and Family Services Plan 

 
Batavia Youth Bureau Director Patricia Dieck and the Genesee County Youth Bureau Director, Debbie Rosenbeck, teamed up to spon-
sor a Youth and Family Services Town Meeting on April 24th in Batavia.   Jerry Moran of the Department of Social Services also helped 
organize and sponsor the unique Town Meeting.   The purpose of the meeting was to gather input from the community which would be 
used as part of the planning process to update the County Child and Family Services Plan.   The two-hour meeting attracted 60 partici-
pants representing many segments of the community including schools, businesses, agencies, faith-based, organizations, and youth 
themselves.   Organizers were extremely pleased with the turnout and especially that almost half of the audience was young people.   
The forum allowed young people to assume leadership roles and to be heard by adults who make decisions which impact them. 
 
Denise Dyer and Joe Proietti of NYS Office of Children and Family Services helped Youth Bureau staff plan and facilitate the event.   
In an effort to make sure local Youth Bureau staff could participate in the process, neighboring youth bureaus were invited to help fa-
cilitate the small groups.   Meghan Gajkowski, Niagara County Youth Bureau; Nita Hawkins, Livingston County Youth Bureau; and 
Mary Diana Pouli of the Amherst Youth Bureau volunteered to participate and help with the Town Meeting.  After a very brief intro-
duction of the purpose, participants separated into groups to work through a SWOT process.  SWOT is a planning process where 
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats in the Community are identified.   The question which the groups considered 
through this process is “Are youth in our community Ready by 21?”  
 
According to Denise Dyer, “the event demonstrated the benefits of collaboration between the County and City Youth Bureaus and the 
Department of Social Services. The results provide valuable input for the planning process and can serve as a model for other counties.   
Inviting colleagues from other youth bureaus  to help facilitate was a great sharing and learning experience.” 
 
The information which was gathered at the Town Meeting will be compiled into a report which will be used as part of the planning 
process for the County Child and Family Services Plan.   The report will be sent to all participants and will be used as a base for future 
meetings with those in attendance.    The next step will be to meet with this group again in the next few months to discuss the informa-
tion which was collected and to plan next steps from there.     Pat Dieck stated that “she was extremely pleased with the turnout and the 
diverse audience.   I was very proud and inspired by the youth participants. They were engaged and vocal which is what we like to see 
as youth development professionals.” 
 
If you are interested in sponsoring a similar Youth Town Meeting, feel free to contact Debbie at 585-344-3960 or Pat at 585-345-6422. 
 
 
 

OCFS Youth Development Specialists Joe Poietti and Denise 
Dyer facilitate the Youth Town Meeting in Batavia.  
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Youth Development is the Flagship of Genesee 
County Government Week Celebration 

 

By Angelou Barbou 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                             
Family Game Night, sponsored by the Genesee County Youth Bureau and AmeriCorps program, has been 
the anchor of County Government Week for the past six years.  Hosted at the Genesee County Office for 
the Aging, the event allows for an interesting and entertaining backdrop for the dissemination of informa-
tion.  Agencies and departments set up displays about their programs to highlight the services that are of-
fered in the county, many of which people are unaware exist.  These agencies have been very creative in 
providing interactive components to their displays to engage youth and adults.  For example, visitors can 
make stress balls with representatives from the Mental Health Department, utilize equipment from the 
Planning Department to view an aerial picture of their homes, and learn about dissolvable packing peanuts 
from Solid Waste Management. 
 
This year’s theme was “Greening Our Future,” accenting the importance of recycling and conservation.    
As always, the asset approach to youth development was the underlying focus of this event.  Over 280 
county residents came on May 7th to enjoy dinner, dessert, and quality time with their families, learning a 
new game or playing an old favorite.  Several tables were set up with board games varying from Cooties 
and Don’t Break the Ice to Scrabble and Sorry.  AmeriCorps members helped families navigate their way 
through new games, served dinner, and distributed board games.  Approximately 90 free games were dis-
tributed to encourage attendees to start their own Family Game Night. 
 
It is through the support of the Legislature, county agencies, local businesses, and private donors that this 
event can be planned and offered annually.  If you are interested in hosting your own Family Game Night 
and would like more information, you can contact the Genesee County Youth Bureau at youthbu-
reau@co.genesee.ny.us or (585) 344-3960. 
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